
Compelled to Serve 
“Your people shall be volunteers 

in the day of Your power.” 
Psalm 110:3 

 I love my “Experiencing God Day by Day” devotional. As I read it 
years ago, I came to the title, Compelled to Serve. Henry Blackaby 
writes, “One mark of revival, during which God comes to His people 
in power, is that God’s people are compelled to offer their lives for His 
service. What we need is not more pleas for volunteers, but an 
outpouring of the power of God. When God comes among His people 
in power, there is never a shortage of volunteers or resources for His 
work!” On Wings has been blessed to experience God’s Spirit moving 
for eighteen years. 

When the call came to begin the ministry, the first volunteers we 
put in place were our prayer partners. I had learned the importance of 
prayer and believe as our intercessors intercede for On Wings and its 
outreach many things have been accomplished because of those 
prayers. 

As we sought our nonprofit status, we selected or first Board 
Members and gathered around a table to plan and seek God’s 
direction. It was at that table that our first logo came to be designed 
on a napkin. 

Then our administrative team came together, and people came to 
volunteer their time and use their spiritual gifts to pour into our 
efforts. In those beginning days the need for volunteers was not 
great, but now in 2024 we have almost 100 serving in different 
capacities at different times and events. Some serve weekly, some 
daily, and some once a month or on special occasions as we go into 
Rolling Hills to minister. 

Over the years we have had faithful donors as well who sow into 
our Bible distribution our Bible Correspondence courses, Retreats for 
Moms of Prodigals, and operational costs. We have been very 
blessed with donations which help us to provide housing for both 
men and women being released from prison to have a fresh start in 
life. The donations also allow us to minister to families and do other 
outreaches as God directs 

On November 14, we will again celebrate our volunteers at a 
Volunteer Celebration Dinner.  Our guest speaker will be Dr. Gary 
Chapman. If you are one of our volunteers, we want to say thank you 
for answering God’s call to serve with us. 

We cannot do it without you!  

~ Sandra

455 South Church Street 
Winston Salem, NC 27101 

www.OnWingsLikeADove.com 

Office Hours: 
Tuesday-Thursday 

10 am-2 pm 
or by appointment 336-829-5060 
sandra@onwingslikeadove.com 

Each Tuesday 
At On Wings Office 

From 12:30-2:00 

We are beginning 
a new study called 

“REVELATION” 
Eternal King, Everlasting 

Kingdom 
by Jen Wilkin 

Come Join Us!

Ladies Bible Study

mailto:sandra@onwingslikeadove.com


Prayer Thoughts 

Hope in the Waiting 

I remember it like it was yesterday. I’d find myself  awake at 3 a.m. Unable to sleep, I’d go out to 
our family room and sit on the couch to pray, weep, and groan for our three prodigal children who 
were running from God. I felt hopeless. Cheated. My expectations for what my life would be like in 
that season were blown apart. I couldn’t see an end in sight. My husband and I prayed, wept, 
talked, listened... yet no breakthrough. I asked myself, what good can come of  this?   

Have you ever asked that? Maybe you’ve experienced a loss of  relationship, an illness or a 
death. Have you felt cheated, ripped off, or disappointed?  

This is where we need hope. In the waiting. In the praying. Scripture tells us how to wait when it 
seems like no good can come of  our pain. 

Yet what we suffer now is nothing compared to the glory he will reveal to us later. For all 
creation is waiting eagerly for that future day when God will reveal who his children really are. 
(Romans 8:18-19 NLT) 

A little later in the same chapter, Paul adds, 
We, too, wait with eager hope for the day when God will give us our full rights as his adopted 

children. (Romans 8:23) 
Did you notice how we are to wait? Eagerly! With eager expectation. Not just trying to get 

through it, but more like Christmas morning.   
As a kid, I felt like Christmas would never come. Remember trying to sleep on Christmas Eve, 

waking up at 2 or 4 a.m. only for your parents to send you back to bed? You were bursting with 
eager expectation! You couldn’t wait, couldn’t sleep, and could hardly wait to see what was in 
those wrapped packages! When Christmas finally came, the wait was over. You leapt out of  bed 
in jubilation and raced downstairs to tear open the gifts. 

This is how we are to live in the middle of  a season of  suffering, with eager anticipation for the 
good thing that God will do with our pain, our suffering. So how can we do that?  

And the Holy Spirit helps us in our weakness. For example, we don’t know what God wants us 
to pray for. But the Holy Spirit prays for us with groanings that cannot be expressed in words. 
And the Father who knows all hearts knows what the Spirit is saying, for the Spirit pleads for us 
believers in harmony with God’s own will. In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. 
We do not know what we ought to pray for, but the Spirit himself  intercedes for us through 
wordless groans. And he who searches our hearts knows the mind of  the Spirit, because the 
Spirit intercedes for God’s people in accordance with the will of  God (Romans 8:26-27). 

We wait with the help of  God’s Spirit, which is better than me trying to keep my chin up in my 
own strength. He takes on our groaning and communicates directly to the Father on our behalf. 
Prayer is not about having the right words. Prayer is often welcoming the Holy Spirit to pray 
through us. He knows what’s in our hearts and the will of  God for us. 

So, can anything good come of  what you’re going through? The answer is a resounding YES! 
And we know that God causes everything to work together for the good of  those who love God 

and are called according to his purpose for them. (Romans 8:28) 
Not that all things are good, but God is at work in all things—the good, the bad, and the ugly. 

God is working out His purposes in our lives for our good, for His glory, and so the world will see 
Jesus. God changed me in my season of  suffering. He took my weakness and taught me to pray 
and wait with eager expectation for the good thing that He would do in my life and the life of  my 
kids. My mindset changed. Instead of, “What good can come of  this?” I began asking, “God, what 
good thing will You bring from this?” 

Do you hear the difference? That’s courageous living. 

Taken from CBN Devotional 
August 2024



The Hope 
 As November approaches I carry so many hopes and expectations 

for the month. November is when I look forward to family coming home, 
with good talks, shared memories, and abundant love. It is a time to set 
apart and remember the many blessings that have come our way and 

reasons I am to be thankful. It is a month when I sigh relief  that political 
ads and mailings will cease to overrun the mailbox and the TV, and the 

unknown of  our nation’s way forward will be slightly clearer. It is a month of  shifting 
perspectives and it leads into a busy end-of-year time. 

 My high hopes for November don’t always pan out. Family members can’t make it 
home, the dinner table sometimes misses the “Norman Rockwell” appeal, and politics carry 
their own degree of  stress. 

 Kristi McLellan, in her study, “Luke in the Land”, wrote of  “hope”, which is “tikvah” in 
Hebrew. Hope is a strong expression of  faith, of  waiting expectantly for God to bring His 
plan to fruition. Hope comes from knowing that God has a plan, and a purpose, and that He 
will bring peace out of  chaos. Hope is the assurance of  what I am waiting for a faithful God 
to accomplish, even when I cannot see it with my earthly eyes. Hope is active, not passive; 
it is holding on to the cord that binds us to God, despite our difficult circumstances, our 
disappointments, our failures. 

 When the elections are over, God is in control. Thanksgiving will have pleasant, 
cherished times, with many loved ones home – and some not home – along with some 
disagreements and disappointments; God is in control. The hectic pace of  the concluding 
year, with so many expectations and desires, will bring lots of  fun and failures; God knows 
and He is in control. 

 My list of  thanksgivings this year will include many answered prayers, many times I 
saw God working, and many blessings received. I also have a hope list, of  matters in which I 
am confident that God is working. I am waiting expectantly; I am looking for the peace, and 
for Him to accomplish His purpose in many areas that have been prayed about for so long. I 
am holding on to tikvah, for the God of  hope to do what only He can do. 

 May this November be filled with much thankfulness and much hope! 
“I wait for the LORD, my whole being waits, and in His Word I put my hope.” 

 - Psalm 130: 5

Happy Thanksgiving  
Have a blessed day as you celebrate 

all that God has done in your life and 

all that he is still doing… 

Even when you don’t see God working, 

he is working! 

Because of the Lord’s great love we are not 
consumed, for his compassions never fail. They are 

new every morning; great is your faithfulness. 
Lamentations 3:22-23 



Book Review #10 
Prodigals And Those Who Love Them 

by Ruth Bell Graham 

“I will contend with him that contendeth with thee, and I will save thy 
children.” Isaiah 49:25b 

I latched on to this book years ago as I knew that the author had experienced her 
own journey dealing with a prodigal son. Just knowing her struggle gave me hope as I 
watched her son Franklin come back to the Lord. Years later now Franklin has been 
used by the Lord in great ways as he has headed up the Billy Graham Evangelistic 
Association and now Samaritan’s Purse which reaches out to so many hurting people 
in times of their crisis. 

I used to have this poem Ruth wrote on my refrigerator: 
I Bring Those Whom I Love 

I bring those whom I love to You, commit each 
to Your care: then carry them away again nor 

leave them there: forgetting You Who lived to die (and rose again!) care 
more than I. 
So back I come with my heart’s load, confessing my lack of faith in You 
alone, addressing all I cannot understand to You Who do. 
You know each heart, each hidden wound, each scar, each one who 
played a part in making those we bring to You the ones they are (and 
dearer each to You than us, by far), 
So---now I give them to Your loving care, with thankful heart, ----and 
leave them there.   

It was such a reminder to me to leave my burden with the Father because He loves 
them more than we do. Leaving my son was hard but eventually became easier as my 
burden became lighter as I did let go.   

If you have a Prodigal pray this prayer: “Holy Father, keep through Thine own name 
those whom Thou hast given me…..I pray not that thou shouldest take them out of 
the world, but that Thou shouldest keep them from the evil…..Sanctify them through 
Thy truth: They word is truth….For their sakes I sanctify myself, that they also might 
be sanctified through the truth…..Father, I will that they also, 
whom Thou hast given me, be with me where I 
am.”  Taken from John 17:11-24. 

I praise the Lord that He allowed Ruth to 
see her Prodigal’s return before she 
went to glory, and I pray that for you 
all. I think you would be encouraged 
by her poems and stories.  

We are pleased to announce the addition 
of three new Office Staff Volunteers 

 we are so excited about how the Lord brought these three 
ladies on board. Our workload increased so much after we 

began providing housing at On Wings of Hope that we placed our 
plea on Facebook and these ladies responded. They are catching 
on quickly and will be such an asset, not only to me, but to all 
leaders involved in this ministry. They have been a Godsend. God 
is always working on our behalf.  

We thank Him

Thursday 
Kathy Vanhoy

Tuesday 
Cindy Hughes

Wednesday 
Lynda Hobson


